
Dear Chaplain Search Committee,

As pastor of Trinity Church, I am writing on behalf of Kenton Johnson to give my full 
support in his pursuit of the chaplaincy position.  

Kenton was one of the driving forces behind the start of Trinity Church over 10 years 
ago.  Since that time, Kenton has helped see the church through the transition of our 
founding pastor’s exit, the hiring of a full time pastor, and the recent autonomy from our 
starting church.  Kenton has proven himself to be invaluable to Trinity by always 
keeping our focus outward.  He has officially served on our Reach Team (outreach 
team) and as a central figure in the formation and continuation of our Connection 
Groups (small groups).  

In regards to outreach, Kenton has been a key voice in making sure that Trinity 
maintains a focus to serve and partner with the community in key events the city puts on 
each year.  It is because of Kenton that we have been involved in community events 
and community focused camps.  Just two weeks ago, he and I discussed a project in 
partnership with the fire department about installing smoke alarms in homes that lack 
them. It is also because of his influence that numerous members have been trained in 
disaster relief.  

Kenton currently serves as an assistant leader in one of our Sunday morning 
Connection Groups.  Because of his level of involvement with chaplaincy he often 
spends Saturday nights with first responders during crisis. Since this leads to many late 
Saturday nights, his role as assistant leader is exactly the role that we need for him on 
Sunday mornings.  I understand, as pastor, I have a member who has a very unique 
ministry and I don’t want him to serve as lead in a Connection Group because I want 
him to have the flexibility of serving late on Saturday nights and thus not needing to 
teach every Sunday. 

In regards to his spiritual maturity and his wisdom, Kenton serves as a sounding board 
to me when I am seeking wisdom about upcoming decisions.  Every pastor I know has a 
few people in their congregation that transcend title or position.  I look to Kenton for 
wisdom because I know I can trust his insight. 

Kenton’s personal life is also a testament to his character.  He moved from Texas to be 
involved with ministry in the Northwest.  He has two grown daughters both active in 
church.  He has a healthy marriage that I can point towards with younger couples as an 
example.  



Each Sunday morning I know that Kenton will be the first to talk to a guest.  It is not 
unusual for me to be in a conversation with a member for a while following the service.  
When this happens, I know I can find Kenton and ask for details about any guests 
because he has, most likely, spent time with them. Many people are either 
uncomfortable talking to people they do not know or they seem awkward talking to 
people they do not know.  Kenton is neither. These conversations seem to come 
naturally.  He has a way of making people feel welcome and at ease.  To be honest I am 
envious of him in this regard. He is truly gifted in this area.

Kenton’s experience, training, and qualifications are clearly seen in his resume.  My 
hope is that I have shed some light on his heart.  He has a heart for others, is a man of 
integrity, and brings stability to any organization he is a part of.  If you have any further 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Rusty Massey
Lead Pastor, Trinity Church
rusty@trinitychurchpdx.com
229.289.5538
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