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in short...

MARCH TRIVIA CONTEST ANSWERS

1.

Answer: In 1866, Edward Pedigo, who thought of 

this community as a place with a new beginning, 

suggested the name; it was agreed upon by the 

men of the community and by Uncle Sam.  

2.

Answer: Edward Pedigo, a local potter.

 

 

 Who named Damascus, Oregon? 

How was Damascus, Oregon named, and in what year?

SESQUICENTENNIAL TRIVIA CONTEST   (For school-aged youth 6–18.) 

Damascus City News is featuring this monthly column for youth in order to 

increase youth readership and to honor Oregon's sesquicentennial. 

Readers from 6 to 18 years of age are invited to bring or email 

(tmilkes@ci.damascus.or.us) answers to Damascus City Hall before the end 

of each month. If your answers are correct, your name will be entered into a 

drawing for a prize to be awarded at Day in Damascus on July 25, 2009. Be 

sure to include your name, age, and telephone number or email address. 

Can you figure out the names of these two cities from 
the pictures and clues?

APRIL CONTEST QUESTIONS

CLACKAMAS COUNTY LIBRARIES  

BATTERY BAG  

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD

SIGN-UP

COFFEE WITH A COUNCILOR

After June 30, 2009, Damascus citi-

zens who use Clackamas County libraries will be charged an annual 

fee. Clackamas County is proposing the fee amount to be approved 

by the county commissioners. To continue usage after June 30th, 

Damascus citizens will have to purchase an annual usage card at the 

determined rate. Current library users will be notified of this change 

by mail. This new user fee will also apply to out-of-district users of 

Multnomah County and Washington County libraries. Questions 

should be directed to Doris Glover at the Clackamas County Library 

(Clackamas Branch) at 503-650-3112.

Dispose of your regular household batteries properly by 

dropping them into the “Battery Bag” located outside Damascus City Hall.

  Click on the Request Form icon on the 

city website to provide a suspicious activity report to our deputies, or 

to make a complaint or request to the city. 

  Those interested in receiving automatic email notification 

on meetings of city council and citizen committee meetings, e-news 

publications, and job postings can sign up by clicking on the Sign-Up 

link at the bottom of the city website homepage. 

  Come join in the Coffee with a Councilor 

discussion! The next discussion is scheduled for April 6, 2009  at 7:30 

AM, at Hawaiian Beanz coffee shop, next to City Hall.  Take advantage 

of this opportunity to communicate your ideas or concerns to a council 

member and to hear about what's happening in your city. The topic of 

discussion is up to you. However, please remember that, by law, the 

council must operate as a whole in making decisions.

See answers in next month’s issue of City News. 

Clue:

Peace

Clue:

A real 

show-off

Pictured (l to r): Pastor Clay Holcomb, Rachel Johnson, Kenton Johnson, Division Chief Don Arbuckle 

On February  the North Clackamas Chamber of Commerce hosted 

its annual Community Safety Appreciation Luncheon. Cities and pub-

lic safety organizations nominated community members, businesses, 

and organizations for their efforts to improve public safety services. 

The City of Damascus supported the Boring Fire District’s nomination 

of Kenton Johnson for a public safety award. Kenton’s efforts to activate 

the faith community in Damascus for disaster sheltering earned him a 

plaque of recognition. His spearheading of more than a year’s worth of 

meetings to promote church community involvement resulted in a pri-

mary disaster shelter for the city at Damascus Community Church.

ongratulations, Kenton Johnson!C by Tammie Milkes, Public Involvement Coordinator

by Tammie Milkes, Public Involvement Coordinator

T
he City of Damascus is hosting its second annual local contest as part of the Ore-

gon Mayor Association’s (OMA) annual student contest. Students are asked to sub-

mit entries that reflect the theme “If I Were Mayor....” The contest in Damascus 

opened on March  and will run through May , .

Members of the Damascus City Council will judge the entries and select a finalist from 

each of the categories. The finalists will then go on to compete against other finalists from 

cities all over Oregon. This year the competition has been expanded to include TH and 

TH graders. The categories are: 

Poster Competition: 

 grades – during the – school year.

Essay Contest: Open to Damascus residents or students enrolled—or being home-

schooled—in the middle school grade levels during the  school year. 

Video/PowerPoint Contest: 

 the high school level, for the 

 school year. 

The city is planning to award prizes to ST- through RD-place entries in each category at 

an awards ceremony to take place at Damascus City Hall on Saturday, May , .  One 

finalist from each of these categories will be entered into the  statewide contest to 

compete at the statewide level. The prize is a laptop computer. 

Statewide winners will be notified along with their mayor in mid-July. The winners 

and their parents will be invited to the Oregon Mayors Association Annual Confer-

ence banquet in Forest Grove, Saturday, August , , where they will be recognized 

and receive their prizes.

Students who live in Damascus or are enrolled in school in Damascus may pick up the offi-

cial rules and entry form at Damascus City Hall Monday through Friday, – pm. Our of-

fice is located at  SE Highway , in the Bi-Mart Shopping Center behind 

McDonalds. Entry forms and official rules may also be downloaded from the city website.

Last year Damascus resident Jesse Roppel won the statewide essay competition. Josiah 

Tullis, another Damascus contestant, was the runner-up for the poster category. It would 

be terrific to have winners from Damascus again this year! Remember to turn in your com-

pleted project to City Hall by  PM on May , . Call Tammie Milkes, Public Involve-

ment Coordinator, at -- if you have any questions.

Open to Damascus residents or students enrolled—or being 

home-schooled—in

Open to Damascus residents or students enrolled in 

high school or college, or being home-schooled at

–

–

OMA

“If I Were Mayor...” 2009 Student Contest
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Ways In Which The Census Benefits The Community

Elections:

City Planning: 

Education:

Employment and Income:

Social Services:

Housing:

www.census.gov

eginning in April , US Census workers will be conducting a door-to-door ad-

dress-verification update. Be aware that they may need to knock on your door to 

verify your address. All  Census employees will be carrying  Census ID (not 

always with a photo), a handheld computer, and handouts. 

⌦ Voting-age statistics are used by states to meet the  Constitution’s 

legislative-redistricting requirements. The results of the  Census will deter-

mine the number of seats each state receives in the House of Representatives, 

starting with the  elections. This will also affect the number of electoral col-

lege votes that the state will receive in the next three presidential elections.

⌦ Planners forecast the need for highways, hospitals, health ser-

vices, and retirement homes by using age data and analyzing social and economic 

characteristics of males and females to predict future needs for the community. 

⌦  New schools and grade-level requirements are determined by age 

statistics. 

⌦  These data are used to identify local areas eligible 

for grants to stimulate economic recovery and to run job-training programs.  

⌦  These data are used to forecast the number of people eligible 

for Social Security and Medicare benefits.  

⌦ These data are used to allocate funds for food- and healthcare services.  

For more information, visit the  Census Bureau website at .  

US US

US

US

Meeting / Event April Time Venue
DEVELOPMENT CODE TST MEETING 1   4:00 PM 1

COMMITTEE FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT WORKSESSION 1   7:30 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION 2 6:30 PM 1

COFFEE WITH A COUNCILOR 6 7:30 AM 2

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 6 7:00 PM 1

DEVELOPMENT CODE TST MEETING 7   4:00 PM 1

DEVELOPMENT CODE TST MEETING 8   4:00 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION 8 6:30 PM 1

DEVELOPMENT CODE TST MEETING 9   4:00 PM 1

COMMITTEE FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT MEETING 16   7:30 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 20 7:00 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION W/

DEVELOPMENT CODE TST 21 6:30 PM 1

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES... PREPAREDNESS CLASS 23 6:15 PM 1

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES... PREPAREDNESS CLASS 26 9:30AM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION W/TRANSPORTATION TST 28 6:30 PM 1

BUDGET COMMITTEE 29 7:00 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION 30 6:30 PM 1

APRIL EVENT CALENDAR

City Hall Hawaiian Beanz Coffee
19920 SE Highway 212 19880  Highway 212SE
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2010 Census—Your Participation is Key

n May ,  Life Line Screening, the nation’s largest pro-

vider of community-based preventive screenings, will perform 

screenings in order to help local residents identify their risk of 

stroke, vascular disease, and osteoporosis before the catastrophic ef-

fects of these conditions can occur.

The five screenings are:

Carotid Artery Screening 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening

Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening

Osteoporosis Screening  

Atrial Fibrillation/  (irregular heart-

beat)

All five are non-invasive, painless vascular screenings. They cost 

 and take from  to  minutes to complete. Although the 

event is open to all local residents, preregistration for the screenings 

is required. Appointments are limited, so sign up now by calling 

--, or visit Life Line Screening’s website at 

www.lifelinescreening.com. For more information contact Lynne 

Branch of the Boring Fire District at --.
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9 Arrhythmia

by Alice Lasher, Sandy/Boring Fire Public Information Officer

by Alice Lasher,
Sandy/Boring Fire Public Information

Boring Fire to Host a Preventive 
Health Event

When Disaster Strikes…
It’s Too Late To Prepare!

O

Project #2—Electronic Waste 
Disposal, Confidential Docu-
ment Shredding, and Eyeglass 
Donations:

Project #1—Damascus’s Home-
Cleanup Week (May 4–8): 

Project #3—Damascus Centen-
nial Park Enhancement:

clude: paint, hazardous materials, yard R- is a non-profit organization 
debris, additional kitchen garbage, liq-created to highlight Oregon’s ses-
uids, animal waste, propane tanks, car quicentennial (TH birthday). 
batteries, drums of liquid, dirt, sod, The  mission statement is: “Ore-
stumps, rock, concrete, industrial gon’s sesquicentennial will inspire peo-
waste, or commercial waste.ple across the state to remember, experi-

ence, and celebrate Oregon and, to-

gether, create a robust and sustainable 

future.” One of the main themes of 

 is “Take Care of Oregon.” The City 

of Damascus, an official  partner, The City of Damascus, along with Da-
is attempting to do just that with three mascus Community Church’s Key Club, 
projects during the week of May , .  is hosting a special disposal event on 

May , . From  AM until  PM citi-

zens will be able to drop off computers 

and televisions to Damascus Commu-
Customers will prepare their regular 

nity Church’s parking lot at  SE 
household garbage and recycling as nor-

Rust Way, just off Highway . Ray 
mal. Customers will then have the op-

Tallman from Damascus Computers 
portunity to place additional bulky 

will be on hand for technical assistance 
items alongside their garbage cans by  

in removing information from your 
AM for pickup at no extra cost.

hard-drive. The Key Club members and 

the city will coordinate the proper dis-

posal of these items, some of which will 

be recycled. There will also be a shred-

der on hand to properly dispose of your Bulky items may include: bicycles, bar-
confidential documents (up to two becues, appliances, scrap metal, tires ( 
boxes). By doing your part, you are sav-maximum), furniture, mattresses, car-
ing the environment and building a pet, plumbing fixtures, windows, and 
more livable, sustainable community.lawnmowers. Small cleanup items must 

be contained in garbage cans, plastic 

bags, or boxes, with a -pound weight-

limit. Citizens may put out the volume Members of the city council, city com-
of five garbage cans. Do you know of a mittees, city staff, Damascus/Boring 
neighbor that can’t physically move Kiwanis, and Damascus Civic Club will 
heavy items? If so, then be a good remove invasive species from the 
neighbor and offer your assistance, or stream in the park, plant native trees 
email Dan O’Dell at alongside the stream, pickup garbage in 
dodell@ci.damascus.or.us. the park, and fill all of the ankle-
Items that will not be picked up in- twisting holes in the field.

OR-

OR-



OR-

Do Your Part: Take Care of Oregon
by Dan O’Dell, Finance Director 

S

(Utilize proper equipment; boats 
should be of professional quality.

(Be sober!

(Supervise children at all 
times—tragedy only takes a moment.

pring Break is an opportunity to practice stranded, and a properly fitted lifejacket for raft-

safety! As warm weather creeps back to ing or other river sports; a properly fitted helmet 

our local area, and as we venture out to is also strongly encouraged.

find warmth, water activities are a natural next Instill in your children, teens, and adult friends that 
step. Spending time in and around water can be they should always be ready to decide against enter-
refreshing and fun, and we can keep it that way ing the water if unexpected conditions occur, such 
by practicing some easy safety tips. as water appearing more treacherous than antici-

pated, or feeling their qualifications are not ade-Teach your children to tell others where they are 

quate for the conditions. Engaging in swift-water going. If you are a parent of a teenager, or have 

activities when ill prepared puts everyone at risk, adult friends who are involved in river sports, 

including the professional rescuers who are called ask them to let you know where they are plan-

to assist when things go wrong.ning to enter the water and where and when they 

intend to come out.

Ensure that your children are properly outfit-

ted. Act as an excellent role model by wearing 

your lifejacket as well! Many near-drowning 

victims tell their rescuers that they thought 

they would have time to put their lifejackets on 

if they needed them, but there was no time to Remember, our waterways are extremely cold, 

do so. Many state that the next time they en- causing rapid loss of dexterity. Even excellent 

gage in a boating activity they will wear their swimmers can encounter difficulty in cold water. 

lifejacket instead of stowing it below seats and Cardiac arrhythmia is a serious condition that 

out of immediate reach. has caused even professional rescuers to drown.

When you are in or around water the proper Follow these safety guidelines and you will be 

equipment includes, but is not limited to: a dry able to spend your time around water enjoying 

bag with cell phone and food in case you become yourself.

by Alice Lasher, Sandy/Boring Fire Public Information OfficerStay Safe In & Around Water

During the last week of January and the first week of February an open 

house was held in each of the city’s four subareas (Carver Area, Foster 

Corridor, The Buttes, and Sunshine Valley/Royer Road).

Participants were able to discuss, review, and comment on the Draft 

Comprehensive Plan Map. Information on the progress of the city’s 

development code, natural-resource conservation program, core 

values, transportation, and public facilities plan was also presented 

by the city staff and consultants. Trained facilitators were at each 

open house to help gather community feedback on the information 

that was presented.

If you would like the handouts that were presented at the open 

houses or public comments that the city has received, or for more 

information on the Draft Comprehensive Plan Map, please visit the 

city’s website or call the city at -- and ask for the Com-

munity Development Department.

by Erika Palmer, Associate Planner

Subarea Open Houses Wrap Up

It's about neighbors helping neighbors.

ce storms, windstorms, floods, peak oil, climate change, pan flu, 

earthquakes. Disasters; all are events that create many different 

emergencies at the same time.

Professional responders, including police, firefighters, paramedics, util-

ity personnel, and others, will be overwhelmed and forced to prioritize 

their response, choosing those areas that are most critical, where the 

greatest number of lives can be saved.  

For many hard hit communities and individuals, professional help can 

be days in coming—if not much longer. It is during those days that 

you must rely on yourself and your neighbors for assistance.

Come with your neighbors to Damascus City Hall for a brief inspira-

tional and educational “class” that will generate both questions and 

answers, and will engage you in the beginning of a life-changing pro-

cess; one that includes mitigation and preparedness.

I

Invite your neighbors and 

friends. Learn how to work to-

gether to create a safer, more di-

saster-resilient community, and 

to find your place on a lifesaving 

team. There is a role for every-

one.  Your role will capitalize on 

your passion and compassion.

Don’t miss this class. You have 

two opportunities to participate 

at Damascus City Hall on either 

Thursday April  from : to 

: PM, or Sunday, April  from 

: to : AM.

For more information contact 

class organizer Tammie Milkes at 

-- or tmilkes@ci

.damascus.or.us; or class instruc-

tor Alice Lasher at -- 

or sfdfmo@hotmail.com.

An RSVP is not required, but 

would be appreciated; please  

to tmilkes@ci.damascus.or.us.

RSVP
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www.census.gov

eginning in April , US Census workers will be conducting a door-to-door ad-

dress-verification update. Be aware that they may need to knock on your door to 

verify your address. All  Census employees will be carrying  Census ID (not 

always with a photo), a handheld computer, and handouts. 

⌦ Voting-age statistics are used by states to meet the  Constitution’s 

legislative-redistricting requirements. The results of the  Census will deter-

mine the number of seats each state receives in the House of Representatives, 

starting with the  elections. This will also affect the number of electoral col-

lege votes that the state will receive in the next three presidential elections.

⌦ Planners forecast the need for highways, hospitals, health ser-

vices, and retirement homes by using age data and analyzing social and economic 

characteristics of males and females to predict future needs for the community. 

⌦  New schools and grade-level requirements are determined by age 

statistics. 

⌦  These data are used to identify local areas eligible 

for grants to stimulate economic recovery and to run job-training programs.  

⌦  These data are used to forecast the number of people eligible 

for Social Security and Medicare benefits.  

⌦ These data are used to allocate funds for food- and healthcare services.  

For more information, visit the  Census Bureau website at .  
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Meeting / Event April Time Venue
DEVELOPMENT CODE TST MEETING 1   4:00 PM 1

COMMITTEE FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT WORKSESSION 1   7:30 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION 2 6:30 PM 1

COFFEE WITH A COUNCILOR 6 7:30 AM 2

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 6 7:00 PM 1

DEVELOPMENT CODE TST MEETING 7   4:00 PM 1

DEVELOPMENT CODE TST MEETING 8   4:00 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION 8 6:30 PM 1

DEVELOPMENT CODE TST MEETING 9   4:00 PM 1

COMMITTEE FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT MEETING 16   7:30 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 20 7:00 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION W/

DEVELOPMENT CODE TST 21 6:30 PM 1

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES... PREPAREDNESS CLASS 23 6:15 PM 1

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES... PREPAREDNESS CLASS 26 9:30AM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION W/TRANSPORTATION TST 28 6:30 PM 1

BUDGET COMMITTEE 29 7:00 PM 1

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION 30 6:30 PM 1
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2010 Census—Your Participation is Key

n May ,  Life Line Screening, the nation’s largest pro-

vider of community-based preventive screenings, will perform 

screenings in order to help local residents identify their risk of 

stroke, vascular disease, and osteoporosis before the catastrophic ef-

fects of these conditions can occur.

The five screenings are:

Carotid Artery Screening 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening

Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening

Osteoporosis Screening  

Atrial Fibrillation/  (irregular heart-

beat)

All five are non-invasive, painless vascular screenings. They cost 

 and take from  to  minutes to complete. Although the 

event is open to all local residents, preregistration for the screenings 

is required. Appointments are limited, so sign up now by calling 

--, or visit Life Line Screening’s website at 

www.lifelinescreening.com. For more information contact Lynne 

Branch of the Boring Fire District at --.
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by Alice Lasher, Sandy/Boring Fire Public Information Officer

by Alice Lasher,
Sandy/Boring Fire Public Information

Boring Fire to Host a Preventive 
Health Event

When Disaster Strikes…
It’s Too Late To Prepare!
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Project #2—Electronic Waste 
Disposal, Confidential Docu-
ment Shredding, and Eyeglass 
Donations:

Project #1—Damascus’s Home-
Cleanup Week (May 4–8): 

Project #3—Damascus Centen-
nial Park Enhancement:

clude: paint, hazardous materials, yard R- is a non-profit organization 
debris, additional kitchen garbage, liq-created to highlight Oregon’s ses-
uids, animal waste, propane tanks, car quicentennial (TH birthday). 
batteries, drums of liquid, dirt, sod, The  mission statement is: “Ore-
stumps, rock, concrete, industrial gon’s sesquicentennial will inspire peo-
waste, or commercial waste.ple across the state to remember, experi-

ence, and celebrate Oregon and, to-

gether, create a robust and sustainable 

future.” One of the main themes of 

 is “Take Care of Oregon.” The City 

of Damascus, an official  partner, The City of Damascus, along with Da-
is attempting to do just that with three mascus Community Church’s Key Club, 
projects during the week of May , .  is hosting a special disposal event on 

May , . From  AM until  PM citi-

zens will be able to drop off computers 

and televisions to Damascus Commu-
Customers will prepare their regular 

nity Church’s parking lot at  SE 
household garbage and recycling as nor-

Rust Way, just off Highway . Ray 
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AM for pickup at no extra cost.

hard-drive. The Key Club members and 
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posal of these items, some of which will 
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confidential documents (up to two becues, appliances, scrap metal, tires ( 
boxes). By doing your part, you are sav-maximum), furniture, mattresses, car-
ing the environment and building a pet, plumbing fixtures, windows, and 
more livable, sustainable community.lawnmowers. Small cleanup items must 

be contained in garbage cans, plastic 

bags, or boxes, with a -pound weight-

limit. Citizens may put out the volume Members of the city council, city com-
of five garbage cans. Do you know of a mittees, city staff, Damascus/Boring 
neighbor that can’t physically move Kiwanis, and Damascus Civic Club will 
heavy items? If so, then be a good remove invasive species from the 
neighbor and offer your assistance, or stream in the park, plant native trees 
email Dan O’Dell at alongside the stream, pickup garbage in 
dodell@ci.damascus.or.us. the park, and fill all of the ankle-
Items that will not be picked up in- twisting holes in the field.

OR-
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Do Your Part: Take Care of Oregon
by Dan O’Dell, Finance Director 

S

(Utilize proper equipment; boats 
should be of professional quality.

(Be sober!

(Supervise children at all 
times—tragedy only takes a moment.

pring Break is an opportunity to practice stranded, and a properly fitted lifejacket for raft-

safety! As warm weather creeps back to ing or other river sports; a properly fitted helmet 

our local area, and as we venture out to is also strongly encouraged.

find warmth, water activities are a natural next Instill in your children, teens, and adult friends that 
step. Spending time in and around water can be they should always be ready to decide against enter-
refreshing and fun, and we can keep it that way ing the water if unexpected conditions occur, such 
by practicing some easy safety tips. as water appearing more treacherous than antici-

pated, or feeling their qualifications are not ade-Teach your children to tell others where they are 

quate for the conditions. Engaging in swift-water going. If you are a parent of a teenager, or have 

activities when ill prepared puts everyone at risk, adult friends who are involved in river sports, 

including the professional rescuers who are called ask them to let you know where they are plan-

to assist when things go wrong.ning to enter the water and where and when they 

intend to come out.

Ensure that your children are properly outfit-

ted. Act as an excellent role model by wearing 

your lifejacket as well! Many near-drowning 

victims tell their rescuers that they thought 

they would have time to put their lifejackets on 

if they needed them, but there was no time to Remember, our waterways are extremely cold, 

do so. Many state that the next time they en- causing rapid loss of dexterity. Even excellent 

gage in a boating activity they will wear their swimmers can encounter difficulty in cold water. 

lifejacket instead of stowing it below seats and Cardiac arrhythmia is a serious condition that 

out of immediate reach. has caused even professional rescuers to drown.

When you are in or around water the proper Follow these safety guidelines and you will be 

equipment includes, but is not limited to: a dry able to spend your time around water enjoying 

bag with cell phone and food in case you become yourself.

by Alice Lasher, Sandy/Boring Fire Public Information OfficerStay Safe In & Around Water

During the last week of January and the first week of February an open 

house was held in each of the city’s four subareas (Carver Area, Foster 

Corridor, The Buttes, and Sunshine Valley/Royer Road).

Participants were able to discuss, review, and comment on the Draft 

Comprehensive Plan Map. Information on the progress of the city’s 

development code, natural-resource conservation program, core 

values, transportation, and public facilities plan was also presented 

by the city staff and consultants. Trained facilitators were at each 

open house to help gather community feedback on the information 

that was presented.

If you would like the handouts that were presented at the open 

houses or public comments that the city has received, or for more 

information on the Draft Comprehensive Plan Map, please visit the 

city’s website or call the city at -- and ask for the Com-

munity Development Department.

by Erika Palmer, Associate Planner

Subarea Open Houses Wrap Up

It's about neighbors helping neighbors.

ce storms, windstorms, floods, peak oil, climate change, pan flu, 

earthquakes. Disasters; all are events that create many different 

emergencies at the same time.

Professional responders, including police, firefighters, paramedics, util-

ity personnel, and others, will be overwhelmed and forced to prioritize 

their response, choosing those areas that are most critical, where the 

greatest number of lives can be saved.  

For many hard hit communities and individuals, professional help can 

be days in coming—if not much longer. It is during those days that 

you must rely on yourself and your neighbors for assistance.

Come with your neighbors to Damascus City Hall for a brief inspira-

tional and educational “class” that will generate both questions and 

answers, and will engage you in the beginning of a life-changing pro-

cess; one that includes mitigation and preparedness.

I

Invite your neighbors and 

friends. Learn how to work to-

gether to create a safer, more di-

saster-resilient community, and 

to find your place on a lifesaving 

team. There is a role for every-

one.  Your role will capitalize on 

your passion and compassion.

Don’t miss this class. You have 

two opportunities to participate 

at Damascus City Hall on either 

Thursday April  from : to 

: PM, or Sunday, April  from 

: to : AM.

For more information contact 

class organizer Tammie Milkes at 

-- or tmilkes@ci

.damascus.or.us; or class instruc-

tor Alice Lasher at -- 

or sfdfmo@hotmail.com.

An RSVP is not required, but 

would be appreciated; please  

to tmilkes@ci.damascus.or.us.

RSVP



Graveyard Shift:

Day Shift:

Swing Shift:

2008
Monthly
Average

Shift Totals

Accident

Theft

Criminal Mischief

Burglary

Stolen Vehicle

Identity Theft

Assault

Drug Crimes

Miscellaneous Reports

Report Totals:

2008
Monthly
Average

Type of Report

February
2009

February
2008

4 6.8%

41 69.5%

14 23.7%

4 6.5%

38 61.3%

20 32.3%

5.1 7.3%

40.1 58.0%

24.0 34.7%

February
2008

February
2009

4

3

1

4

1

1

1

1

39

59

7

5

2

2

0

0

1

0

45

62

7.3

5.8

4.3

3.5

1.2

1.2

1.3

1.5

43.2

69.2

                   

      

POLICE  STATISTICS  FEBRUARY ’09
During February 59 reports were taken:  7 percent were written by the graveyard 

shift units, 69 percent by the dayshift units, and 24 percent by the swingshift.

T h e  c i t y  , agendas, reports, Q&A,  historical 

o f f e r s  documents, maps, and links to other re-

many ways sources. Sign up on the website to receive 

for you to email notification of committee meetings, 

get in touch to find out what is going on e-newsletters, and city council meetings 

in your community, get answers to your and worksessions. Send a request by click-

questions, and voice your opinion. ing on the Request Form icon.

 Your city  Located in the Bi-Mart shopping 
council meets at 7 PM on the first and third center at 19920 SE Highway 212, city of-
Mondays of every month. At the begin-fices are open from 8 AM to 5 PM, Monday 
ning of every council meeting there is time through Friday. The Clackamas County 
for public comment. Council meetings are Sheriff’s Office maintains a presence there, 
broadcast on Willamette Falls Television and the office also offers access to large-
(Comcast Channel 23; Clear Creek Channel scale, detailed maps of the city, including 
18) Thursdays at 10 AM and again at 7:30 one that shows road ownership. There is 
PM, and on Sundays at 8:30 AM and again at also an information center offering city, 
7 PM. For schedule changes, check Willam-county, and regional information.
ette  Fa l ls  Te lev is ion’s  websi te :  

The city staff has expertise in www.wftvaccess.com/programming.
planning, finances, public involvement,  The city’s monthly news-
public works, municipal court, code 

letter is distributed through the Ob-
compliance, and city governance. You 

server and mailed to every household in 
can contact the staff with your questions 

the city. Back-issues of the newsletter are 
by calling the city offices at 503-658-

available at the city offices and on the 
8545 or by visiting the address above.

city’s website. If you live outside of the 

 The city website, updated city and would like to receive the news-

weekly, includes a meeting and event letter, contact the city at 503-658-8545.

City Council MeetingsOffices

Staff 

Newsletter

Website

calendarCONNECT
WITH YOUR CITY

City News is produced and paid for by the City of Damascus. News articles written 
by citizens and councilors do not necessarily reflect the views of the city, but are 
welcomed opinions of the individual writer.

newscity April 2009 www.ci.damascus.or.us
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COUNCILOR’S CORNER

Marlo Dean

oday we need to think about bringing our com- transportation system plan that will define the treasuring what’s good, and 

munity together and building trust. During my legacy we leave for our children and grandchil- improving what needs work. 

first  days in office I have witnessed our dren over the next century. Our core values I’m proud of how we’ve come 

mayor and city council in action, standing up to must never waiver from building a city that re- through these difficult decisions and the choices 

Metro, putting the citizens first. They have priori- flects our citizens’ desires. we’ve made. I thank you, members of the council, 

tized spending and balanced our budget making for striving to work for the good of the entire com-Our city must focus on our core values and pro-
sure your tax dollars are spent wisely. This group munity. Damascus is a much better place because tect those things that are most important to us. 
of dedicated citizens spends hundreds of hours of the choices we have made to take care of the Our choices have often been difficult. At times, 
each month without compensation. The mayor basics and tackle the possible. Imagine what good things that we care about will need to give 
and city council care about people because they awaits us in the years to come. way to things that are truly essential. We will come 
see themselves first as citizens. through the difficult choices with our spirit, our Damascus, “The Candle City,” and its guiding 

values, and our city intact. I know that all members of the council join me in light will lead us to better times, as it did for pre-

complimenting the outstanding work of our city vious generations. The light is the strength of our By far the most important thing that Damascus 
employees, whose hard work, dedication, and cre- commitment to one another and it is the knowl-can do to protect our environment is to encourage 
ativity is essential to our success. They are the edge that new ideas are born from difficult chal-“smart growth” in our downtown and its sur-
front line in our efforts to get the job done for the lenges. Together we shall prevail. rounding neighborhoods. We can’t turn a blind 
people of this city. Getting things done, taking eye to our city and say “it’s not our problem,” be- My job, our job as a city council, is to nurture a 
those big and little steps, requires firm leadership cause it is everyone’s problem. We all have a stake better city. I ask each member of the council, 
as we continue to work in developing this city for in making sure our city is successful. Doing what’s each of our valued city employees, and every 
the future and making sure our core values are al- necessary and getting the basics right will be the citizen of this city to join me in reaching for 
ways at the front of the decision process.  hallmark of every great endeavor. this goal. Together there is no limit to what we 

Throughout this coming year we’ll make many can accomplish, the problems we can solve, the I am proud of the city and the progress we have 
choices as we continue to define the details of divisions we can heal, the opportunities we can made together. I believe that healthy, strong cities 

create, and the light we can kindle in the hearts our comprehensive plan, moving to the next have constructive critics. We need citizens to be 
of our citizens.steps of development codes, zoning, and the thinking about their city, evaluating its progress, 

Making the Right Choices for Damascus

T
The goals of the plan include identifying significant facilities, he City of Damascus, with help from Clackamas County and our 
structures, and assets; developing and implementing a public local first responders, is preparing a natural-hazards mitigation 
awareness plan; incorporating natural systems with hazard 

plan and would like input from the public. The plan covers com-
mitigation efforts; and strengthening communication 

munity exposure to risks associated with floodwaters, landslides, 
among all organizations, responders, and stakeholders.

wildfires, earthquakes, severe storm events, and volcanic eruptions.
Public outreach, communication, and education will be a major portion of 

T he plan would recog-
the plan. The planning team would especially like the public to help identify 

nize vulnerability to these events before they happen. The mission of the plan is critical facilities, critical infrastructure, essential facilities, economic and 
to promote sound public policy designed to protect citizens, critical facilities, population centers, vulnerable population centers, and cultural or historical 
infrastructure, private property, and the environment from natural hazards. assets. For more information about the planning process and how you can 
This can be achieved by increasing public awareness, documenting the resources participate in identifying critical and essential facilities and infrastructure, 

for risk reduction and loss-prevention, and identifying activities that will guide visit the city’s website or call Associate Planner Erika Palmer or GIS Techni-

the city toward building a safer, more sustainable community. cian Chris Alfino at --. 

o mitigate as much harm to life and property as possible, t

by Erika Palmer, Associate PlannerHazard Mitigation Plan
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